
Results From 
Fall 20-21 NWEA

Have school changes due to the pandemic affected 
math and reading achievement & growth?



Understanding Stacked Column Charts

Nationally, 20% of students are 
expected to fall into each quintile

Dexter students generally exceed expected 
outcomes with high percentages of students 
falling in the “High” and “HiAvg” quintiles



NOTE: Due to recalibration, NWEA says not to compare K-2 
scores from before July 2020 to those after July 2020 (ie. 
Class of 32, 31, 30)



NOTE: Due to recalibration, NWEA says not to 
compare K-2 scores from before July 2020 to those 
after July 2020 (ie. Class of 32, 31, 30)

This diagram offers a summary of performance shifts between winter and fall 
but does not show students shifts between quintiles.



“up” students grew more than expected during the shift
“down” students grew less than expected during the shift

Are the “ups” and “downs” coming from students in certain achievement groups?



Understanding Quintile Shift Charts

The students in this column scored in the “High” quintile 
this fall.  The purple piece represents students that were 
“High” last winter and stayed “High” in the fall. The blue 
piece represents students that were “HiAvg” last winter but 
moved up to the “High” quintile in the fall. Students in the 
green segment moved up two quintiles in the fall. Yellow 
students moved up three quintiles and red students moved 
up four quintiles.

Maintaining or moving up quintiles shows which students 
were successful at navigating the changes in school, while 
those that moved down quintiles were less successful.











Mill Creek does not have 
comparative math data from 7th 
grade to 8th grade



Moving between quintiles represent large jumps in student performance which are probably 
rare.  A more granular approach, looking at percentile shifts, might give a clearer picture of 
growth. 



NOTE:  This shows how students grew between last fall and their current grade level this fall.
NWEA does not recommend comparing data within K-3 due to their recalibration.



NOTE:  This shows how students grew between last fall and their current grade level this fall.
NWEA does not recommend comparing data within K-3 due to their recalibration.







Level K is mid-year for 2nd Grade and Level L is beginning year for 3rd Grade



3% Grew four or more levels
13% Grew three levels
45% Grew two levels
25% Grew one level (typical growth for interval)
12% Maintained

1% Dropped a level

Fountas & Pinnell Changes From Mid-Year 2nd Grade to Fall 3rd Grade




