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Cookie Dough Pick Up 
  
Thank you to everyone who took part in the Gourmet Sweets Fundraiser at Mill Creek! As a reminder 
to all who participated in the sale: The pick-up date for your items is Wednesday, October 23rd from 
3:06-5:30pm at Mill Creek. Students will not have time to pick up items and still catch the bus home 
so they'll need to make arrangements to get a ride home or to take the bus home and come back 
before 5:30pm. The cookie dough needs to be refrigerated so please make sure to make 
arrangements to pick up it Wednesday! 
  
  

Boys' Basketball Tryout Information 
  

7th Grade Boys' Basketball Tryouts:  

• Dates:  October 24th, 28th & 29th 
• Time:  3:15 - 5:00 
• Location:  Mill Creek 

Coaches: 

• Trevor Davidson - 7th grade maroon 
• Ryan Maki - 7th grade gold 

  
8th Grade Boys' Basketball Tryouts 

• Dates:  October 23rd, 24th & 28th 
• Time:  3:15 - 5:30 
• Location:  Creekside 

  
Coaches: 

• Al Snider - 8th grade maroon 
• Joel Anderson - 8th grade gold 

  
  
  
  

Mill Creek Middle School Dance - October 25 
Chaperones Needed 

 
On Friday, October 25, we will be having our first dance. Typically, this dance has the best 
attendance of all our dances throughout the year.  That means we will need as many chaperones as 



we can get! The dance runs from 3:15 - 5:15 pm, and we will need chaperone support from 3:00-5:15 
pm. Please consider signing up for one of the volunteer opportunities via the Sign-Up genius link 
below.   
 
Concession Stand Chaperone: Help the dance committee sell food and drinks during 
the dance.  The committee of students in charge of the dance will be working in shifts and you will 
help serve as the supervising adult. 
 
Cafeteria Supervisor: Help to supervise the students in the cafeteria, dancing on the main floor and 
buying items from the concession stand.  All supervisors will be spread out throughout the cafeteria to 
help with supervision. 
 
Hallway Supervisor:  Help to supervise the area outside the cafeteria.  Students are to stay in 
between the blue doors of the lobby.  If they are leaving early, they may exit through the blue doors or 
the band hallway.  You can still enjoy the music in this volunteer position, without it being so loud :) 
Students will have games set up in the hallway for students to play during the dance. You will help 
monitor the students as the committee runs the games. 

Mill Creek October School Dance, Chaperone Sign-Up Genius 
 
Thanks in advance for your help! We hope to see you there! 
-Mill Creek Community Service and Leadership Advisors 
  
  

A "Lost Boy" Returns to Mill Creek, One of the Places He Calls Home 
  
Dr. Jacob Atem returned to Mill Creek on Wednesday, October 16, to speak to our students to teach 
them about some of the challenges he has experienced in his life and about his perspective on life in 
America, a country he loves and appreciates for the many opportunities it offers. Jacob is one of the 
Lost Boys of Sudan. When he was 6 or 7 years old, civil war in Sudan brought violence to his village 
in Maar. When his village was attacked, he and the other Dinka boys of the village were in the fields, 
tending the cattle. The attacking Arab militia killed the adults in his village, kidnapped the girls to sell 
into slavery, and burned the village to the ground. Jacob heard gunshots and saw the smoke of the 
burning village from afar. He and the other boys knew they could not go home. They hid in the forest 
for a few days, and then started walking. Thousands of "lost boys" were homeless after their villages 
were destroyed, and they merged as a human migration stream of over 30,000 boys. It was a 
harrowing experience of survival for Jacob, which included walking over 2,000 miles, eating mud and 
leaves, drinking his own urine at times, fending off lion attacks, crossing the Gilo River with militia 
shooting at them from the banks while crocodiles ate some of the boys, many of whom could not 
swim. Eventually, approximately 12,000 surviving boys, including Jacob Atem, managed to arrive at 
Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. He lived there for 9 years, until he was given the opportunity to 
relocate in Webberville, Michigan with a foster family. 
  
In Webberville, Jacob graduated from high school and attended Spring Arbor University, where he 
earned his bachelor's degree. He went on to attend MSU to earn his master's degree in public health. 
During those university years, Jacob befriended the daughter of a Mill Creek teacher, and he was 
invited to Mill Creek to speak to our students about his life story and his dream, to open a health clinic 
in Maar, South Sudan. The people of Maar, at that time, had to walk at least 3 days to find any 
medical care. Jacob visited Mill Creek annually for about 6 or 7 years, until he left the region to 
pursue his PhD in Florida. We have missed him. 
  



Today, Dr. Jacob Atem lives in Maryland with his wife and two children. He has achieved the dream 
he worked toward for so many years: to build a health clinic in Maar, South Sudan, the village of his 
birth, as a memorial to his parents and to the 2.2 million people who were killed in the civil war in 
Sudan. He was visiting Michigan this fall, and was able to come to Mill Creek to speak to our 
students.  
  
The Southern Sudan Health Care Organization (SSHCO) provides free health care for the people of 
the Maar region. People from the outskirts of the region walk for days to get to the clinic. 
Approximately 10 babies are born there each month. The clinic treats over 3,000 people each month, 
many of whom are children suffering from malaria and diarrheal illness, which is fatal for children in 
developing countries. If you would like to support the SSHCO, you can learn more about what they do 
and how you can help at https://www.sshco.org/. 
  
If you are interested to learn more about Jacob Atem and the Lost Boys of Sudan, there is a 
documentary film about two of the boys, Peter and Santino. You can watch it on Amazon Prime 
at https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Boys-Sudan-Jon-Shenk/dp/B007AYK62Q. 
  
Two more interesting articles will give you more insight into Jacob Atem's journey. He had a 
harrowing experience when he visited the clinic in Maar in 2014 when violence erupted during his trip. 
Luckily, he escaped with his life. 
 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/26/lost-boy-escapes-sudanese-violence-
again/4903531/ 
  
Jacob told his story to NPR in 2018 as part of a talk he gave in Baltimore. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/11/03/663152469/how-a-lost-boy-from-sudan-
found-his-true-calling-in-the-u-s 
  
  

Halloween 
 
Halloween takes place on Thursday, October 31st. Students who wish to wear a costume on 
Halloween should come to school completely dressed. Students may wear makeup, please no masks 
or weapons. 
  

End of First Quarter - November 1, 2019 
 
First quarter ends this coming Friday, November 1. First quarter grades for Enrichment and electives, 
work habits, and citizenship will be available on PowerSchool. Please check the Summit platform as 
well. Students will also be sharing their progress with parents during conferences. 
  
  
   

Order Your Mill Creek Yearbook 
  
It’s never too soon! Mill Creek yearbooks are on sale for $33.00 through Oct. 25th. This is the best 
bargain! Beginning Oct. 26th, yearbooks will go up in cost to $36.00. Remember, all books are sold 
through Walsworth, not Mill Creek. The link to buy a yearbook can be found on our Mill Creek website 
under “Parent & Student Resources”.  Because all yearbooks are purchased directly through 
Walsworth, and not through Mill Creek, it is imperative that you keep a copy of your receipt until 
books are delivered near the end of the year. Below is a link to purchase: 
 



 
Order Your Yearbook Today! 

 
  

  
SCRIP 

  
Would you like a simple and useful way to earn money toward the cost of the 8th grade trip to 
Washington D.C. It's called SCRIP, and it involves buying gift cards at face value and earning a 
percentage of that cost back as a rebate. Assuming you buy the gift cards to use at places where you 
already spend your money, it costs you virtually nothing (though a small shipping fee is deducted), 
and the items you're buying - gift cards - are worth exactly as much as you pay for them. There are 
hundreds of participating retailers, including popular spots like Meijer and Amazon. Gift cards range in 
price from $10 - $750, and rebates range from 2% - 20%. 
 
Please visit our Fundraising Link to learn more about the program and how SCRIP can help offset 
the D.C. trip! 
 
Your partner in fundraising, 
 
Amy Grant, 8th grade teacher & SCRIP coordinator 
  

   
  
  

Mill Creek Athletics 
  
Please feel free to visit the Mill Creek Athletic Site to stay up to date sport schedules, practices, and 
coaching information: 
   
  
  

Mark Your Calendar 
Mill Creek Dates 

2019-2020 
  

 
Oct 25             MC Dance 3:15-5:15 pm 
        
Nov 1              End of Quarter #1 - No School For Students - PDD 
 
Nov 7-8           Student Led Conferences - Half Day- Release 11:40am 
 
Nov 12            Coffee Hour 7:15 am 
 
Nov 27            Half Day- Release 11:40am 
 
Nov 28-29       Thanksgiving Break - No School  
 
Dec 5               MC Orchestra Winter Concert 
  



Dec 11             Half Day Release 11:40 am (PM - Teacher PD) 
 
Dec 11             Coffee Hour 6:30 pm 
 
Dec 11             Band Concert 7 pm 
  
Dec 17             Chorus Concert 7 pm 
 
Dec 23             Winter Break Begins 
 
Jan 6               Students Return to School 
 


