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February 23, 2018 

Confidential: Attorney-Client Privileged Communication 

Dr. Chris Timmis 
Superintendent 
Dexter Community Schools 

Via e-mail timmisc@dexterschools.org 

Re:  Title IX Review of Athletic Offerings 

Dear Dr. Timmis: 

You have requested that this Firm review the Dexter Community Schools’ athletic offerings and 
offer an opinion whether the District has complied with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
(“Title IX”). As we discussed at the outset of this review, the opinions in this letter are based on our 
review of the facilities, athletic spending and budgets, and athletic offerings. We cannot guarantee that 
the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (“OCR”), if tasked with investigating a 
complaint, would reach the same conclusions.  

Title IX Guidance 

The federal regulations implementing Title IX provide that a recipient of federal financial 
assistance that operates or sponsors interscholastic athletics shall provide equal athletic opportunity for 
members of both sexes. 34 CFR § 106.41(c). To assess compliance with Title IX, OCR follows the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Policy Interpretation issued December 11, 1979 (Policy Interpretation), 44 
FR 71413 et seq.  OCR examines whether the availability and quality of benefits, opportunities, and 
treatment provided are equivalent for members of both sexes. OCR compares girls’ and boys’ programs 
on an overall basis, not on a sport-by-sport basis. When reviewing a program for Title IX compliance, 
OCR will examine several areas: 

 Whether the school’s policies are discriminatory in language or effect; or

 Whether substantial and unjustified disparities exist in the benefits, treatment, services, or
opportunities afforded male and female athletes within the program as a whole; or

 Whether disparities in benefits, treatment, services, or opportunities in individual segments of
the program are substantial enough in and of themselves to deny equality of athletic opportunity.

*Released by Board resolution at the October  22, 2018 regular meeting.
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OCR has issued numerous guidance documents discussing Title IX’s impact on athletic 
offerings. Those guidance documents have clarified that a school may not discriminate on the basis of 
sex in athletics, including with respect to (A) student interests and abilities; (B) athletic benefits and 
opportunities; and (C) athletic financial assistance.  

 To determine whether an institution is providing non-discriminatory athletic participation 
opportunities with respect to student interests and abilities, OCR uses the following 3-part test: 

1. Whether participation opportunities for males and females are provided in numbers substantially 
proportionate to their respective enrollments; or 

2. Where members of one sex have been and are underrepresented among athletes, whether the 
institution can show a history and continuing practice of program expansion which is 
demonstrably responsive to the developing interests and abilities of the members of that sex; or 

3. Where the members of one sex are underrepresented among athletes, and the institution cannot 
show a history and continuing practice of program expansion, whether it can be demonstrated 
that the interests and abilities of the members of that sex have been fully and effectively 
accommodated by the present program.  

In evaluating athletic benefits and opportunities, OCR considers the following factors:  

1. Provision of equipment and supplies; 

2. Scheduling of games and practice times; 

3. Travel and per diem allowances; 

4. Opportunity for coaching and academic tutoring; 

5. Assignment and compensation of coaches and tutors; 

6. Provision of locker rooms, practice facilities, and competitive facilities; 

7. Provision of medical and training facilities and services; 

8. Housing and dining services; 

9. Publicity; 

10. Recruitment; and 

11. Support services. 
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Finally, if athletic financial assistance is awarded, OCR will evaluate whether the school provides 
reasonable opportunities for such awards for members of each sex in substantial proportion to the 
number of students of each sex participating.  

Athletic Offerings 

 The Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) recognizes the following sports: 

Fall1 Winter Spring 

Boys’ Cross Country Boys’ Basketball Boys’ Baseball 

Girls’ Cross Country Girls’ Basketball Girls’ Softball 

Boys’ Football2 Boys’ Bowling Boys’ Golf 

Girls’ Golf Girls’ Bowling Boys’ Lacrosse 

Boys’ Soccer Girls’ Competitive Cheer Girls’ Lacrosse 

Girls’ Swimming & Diving Girls’ Gymnastics Girls’ Soccer 

Boys’ Tennis Boys’ Ice Hockey Girls’ Tennis 

Girls’ Volleyball Boys’ Skiing Boys’ Track & Field 

 Girls’ Skiing Girls’ Track & Field 

 Boys’ Swimming & Diving  

 Boys’ Wrestling  

 

                                                 
1 This table reflects MHSAA seasons for the lower peninsula of Michigan. 
2 Although MHSAA designates certain sports as “boys’” sports, state law allows a female student to 
participate on a team designated a “boys’ team,” provided the female student demonstrates the necessary 
skills to participate on the team. See, MCL 380.1289 (“Female pupils shall be permitted to compete for 
a position in all interscholastic athletic activities. If a school has a girls’ team in an interscholastic athletic 
activity, a female shall be permitted to compete for a position on any other team for that activity. This 
subsection shall not be construed to prevent or interfere with the selection of competing teams solely on 
the basis of athletic ability.”) 
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 Dexter Community Schools offers each of the above-listed sports except girls’ gymnastics and 
boys’ and girls’ bowling. Dexter also offers several “club sports,” some of which are not MHSAA-
sanctioned sports. All boys’ sports affiliated with Dexter High School are listed below; “club sports” are 
highlighted: 
 

Fall Winter Spring 

Boys’ Cross Country Boys’ Swimming Boys’ Track & Field 
Boys’ Tennis Boys’ Basketball  

(Freshman, Junior Varsity, and 
Varsity) 

Boys’ Golf 

Boys’ Soccer  
(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 

Boys’ Wrestling Boys’ Baseball  
(Freshman, Junior Varsity, and 
Varsity) 

Boys’ Football  
(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 

Boys’ Ice Hockey Boys’ Lacrosse  
(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 

Boys’ Water Polo   
 
All girls’ sports3 affiliated with Dexter High School are listed below; “club sports” are highlighted: 

Fall Winter Spring 

Girls’ Volleyball  
(Freshman, Junior Varsity, and 
Varsity) 

Girls’ Basketball  
(Freshman, Junior Varsity, 
Varsity) 

Girls’ Tennis 

Girls’ Cross Country Girls’ Competitive Cheer Girls’ Track & Filed 
Girls’ Golf  Girls’ Softball 

(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 
Girls’ Swimming  Girls’ Soccer 

                                                 
3 Sideline cheer is not considered a “sport” by MHSAA or by OCR for Title IX purposes. In Michigan, 
competitive cheerleading is considered a “sport” by MHSAA and would likely be counted as a sport by 
OCR for Title IX purposes. See, OCR Letter to MHSAA, Oct. 18, 2001 (“The material tends to support 
in several ways the characterization of MHSAA-sanctioned competitive cheerleading as a Title IX sport 
in that it specifies the season of sport, identifies the eligibility requirements and standardized judging 
criteria used by registered officials, notes the availability of some state and conference championships 
and scholarship monies, and certifies that this activity is recognized as a sport by MHSAA and 
interscholastic athletics conferences within Michigan.”) Because sideline cheer is not a “sport,” it is not 
included in the analysis in this letter; competitive cheer is included. Based on OCR’s criteria (cited 
above), it is also unlikely that OCR would consider “equestrian” or “dance team” sports, so neither is 
included in this analysis.  
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(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 
Girls’ Field Hockey 
(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 

 Girls’ Water Polo 

  Girls’ Lacrosse 
(Junior Varsity and Varsity) 

 
Club Sports 
 
 Dexter has designated the highlighted sports as “club sports.” Dexter has also developed a rubric 
outlining the various levels of support the District provides different types of sports. Although the rubric 
includes 4 levels of athletic offerings (Club, School-Club, Partial School Sport, and School Sport), in 
practice, sports are either School-Club Sports or School Sports in practice. (See, Tab 1).4 Because both 
categories are affiliated with the District, all sports from both categories would be considered by OCR 
in any Title IX investigation.  

 Our office discussed “club sports” with Gayle Horwitz from OCR’s Cleveland office (which 
investigates complaints in Michigan) on January 30 and January 31, 2018.5 She confirmed that OCR has 
not issued guidance on “club sports.” She also unofficially clarified that any sport team that is affiliated 
with a specific school would be considered a “District sport.” She believes that a team wearing the 
school’s name and comprised of the school’s students would be sufficiently connected to the school to 
be included in any Title IX analysis, as long as the school was not actively disassociating with the team. 
For example, a team that wears “Dexter Community Schools” jerseys without the District expressly 
disassociating from the team or sending a cease and desist letter will likely be included in a Title IX 
analysis. 

Dexter Analysis 

 The following analysis is an overview of Dexter athletics analyzed within OCR’s framework, 
outlined earlier in this letter. For purposes of this analysis, student athlete numbers are based on Tab 2 
to this letter. Many students participate in more than one sport, therefore inflating the percentage of 
students who participate in sports versus the total enrollment. Because both male and female students 
participate in more than one sport, that inflation does not significantly change the analysis below.  

  

                                                 
4 We recommend having the Board of Education or its athletic subcommittee review and revise this 
rubric and ensure that the new rubric and the District’s athletic practices are consistent.  
5 Our office did not disclose to OCR that we were asking on Dexter’s behalf; we only sought guidance 
on the club sport model. 
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Interests and Abilities 

 As noted above, OCR uses a three-part test to evaluate whether a school is providing non-
discriminatory athletic participation opportunities with respect to student interests and abilities: 

1. Whether participation opportunities for males and females are provided in numbers 
substantially proportionate to their respective enrollments; or 

2. Where members of one sex have been and are underrepresented among athletes, whether 
the institution can show a history and continuing practice of program expansion which is 
demonstrably responsive to the developing interests and abilities of the members of that sex; 
or 

3. Where the members of one sex are underrepresented among athletes, and the institution 
cannot show a history and continuing practice of program expansion, whether it can be 
demonstrated that the interests and abilities of the members of that sex have been fully and 
effectively accommodated by the present program.  

For the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school years, it appears that the District has offered 
participation opportunities for males and females in numbers substantially proportionate to their 
respective enrollments.  

Dexter offers 13 sports6 for male students and 13 sports for female students. Three of the 13 
boys’ sports are club sports; three of the 13 girls’ sports are club sports.  

According to MySchoolData, Dexter High School had 577 male students and 559 female 
students during the 2015-2016 school year and 563 male students and 552 female students for the 2016-
2017 school year. Male student participation in sports7 compared to enrollment was slightly higher than 
female student participation in sports compared to enrollment numbers: 

  

                                                 
6 See Footnote 3 for an explanation of why certain activities were excluded from this analysis as not 
being “sports.” 
7 As noted above, this number is artificially inflated for both males and females because some students 
participate in more than one sport. This number represents the number of athletic “seats” that existed 
for each gender, compared to student enrollment.  
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Year Number of Males in 
Sports/Number of Male 
Students (Percentage) 

Number of Females in 
Sports/Number of Female 

Students (Percentage) 

2015-2016 438/577 (75.91%) 387/559 (69.23%) 

2016-2017 447/563 (79.39%) 383/552 (69.38%) 

 
 While the percentages above are higher for male students, they are close to the percentages for 
female students. The difference for the 2015-2016 school year was 6.68%; unfortunately, that difference 
increased to 10.01% for the 2016-2017 school year. We recommend monitoring numbers for the 2017-
2018 school year and subsequent years to ensure the gap narrows and does not increase. If the difference 
increases, we recommend immediately taking steps to determine the reason for the increase. 
 
 The percentage of male students involved in club sports versus funded sports, however, is higher 
than the percentage of female students involved in club sports versus funded sports. For the 2015-2016 
school year, club sports accounted for18.49% of male athletes and 18.08% of female athletes. For the 
2016-2017 school year, club sports accounted for 18.79% of male athletes and only 16.45% of female 
athletes. Again, we recommend monitoring numbers for the 2017-2018 school year and subsequent years 
to ensure no disparities exist.  
 
 Overall, it is our opinion that participation opportunities for males and females are provided in 
numbers substantially proportionate to their respective enrollments. If OCR evaluated the District’s 
athletic offerings and agreed with our analysis, it would not examine the second two prongs: whether 
Dexter can show a history and continuing practice of program expansion, or whether it can be 
demonstrated that the interests and abilities of the members of that sex have been fully and effectively 
accommodated by the present program. Based on our review, it does not appear that athletic offerings 
have changed since at least 2010, other than the addition of boys’ and girls’ lacrosse. Although it appears 
that Dexter has ensures athletic opportunities are substantially proportionate for male and female 
students, we recommend ensuring that students’ interests are met by conducting periodic interest 
evaluations, as further described later in this letter. 
 
 Athletic Benefits and Opportunities 
 
 OCR will also evaluate for discrimination with respect to athletic benefits and opportunities 
using the following factors: 
 

1. Provision of equipment and supplies; 
2. Scheduling of games and practice times; 
3. Travel and per diem allowances; 
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4. Opportunity for coaching and academic tutoring; 
5. Assignment and compensation of coaches and tutors; 
6. Provision of locker rooms, practice facilities, and competitive facilities; 
7. Provision of medical and training facilities and services; 
8. Housing and dining services; 
9. Publicity; 
10. Recruitment; and 
11. Support services. 

 
Because the factors above are also used in evaluating collegiate programs, some factors do not 

apply to Dexter – specifically, housing and dining services and recruitment.  
 
At the outset of this analysis, it is important to remember that OCR has specifically stated that 

“when booster clubs or other fundraising organizations, which may or may not be sponsored by the 
district, provide benefits or services that assist only teams of one sex, the district must ensure that teams 
of the other sex receive equivalent benefits and services.” Disposition Letter, OCR Docket # 15-13-1020. 
The District should ensure that it monitors any benefits provided by outside organizations to ensure they 
do not result in a disparity. 
 
 Provision of Equipment and Supplies 

 
It is our understanding that some club sports purchase clothing and equipment for team 

members which may be a “benefit or service” that teams of the other sex do not receive. We recommend 
keeping track of all benefits and services to ensure compliance.  

 
The “Athletics Revenue/Expenditures” documents provided for this analysis do not include line 

item budgets for equipment and supplies, making a dollar comparison difficult. If evaluated by OCR, 
however, OCR would likely look at the age and quality of equipment and supplies, not the amount spent 
on equipment and supplies. While the District must ensure no disparities exist between benefits 
provided to male and female student athletes, there is no requirement that the District make unnecessary 
purchases simply for the sake of ensuring equivalent spending. The District should consider taking 
inventory of sports equipment and supplies to determine the quality and usable life left in District-owned 
equipment. Such an inventory would be useful in the event OCR conducted a Title IX review. 

 
  Scheduling of Games and Practice Times 

 Per District report, there is no set practice schedule for teams and practice times are determined 
by facility availability and weather. For sports that have designated fields or practice areas (and do not 
share with other sports during the same season), scheduling practice is not an issue. For those sports that 
share facilities during the same season or that are moved during inclement weather, the District should 
consider tracking practice times and ensuring that, where boys’ and girls’ sports are in the same season, 
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start times for games and practice times alternate each year. This will ensure that both sexes have the 
opportunity to practice and compete at the “preferred” time and that the District is providing equal 
opportunity for both sexes to compete.  

Travel and Per Diem Allowances 

As with other opportunities, travel and per diem allowances (if any) must be provided on an 
equal basis between sexes. We recommend tracking use of District busses, use of private vans or busses 
(which may be nicer than District-owned transportation), and when teams are required to transport 
themselves to ensure no disparities exist. There is no requirement that the District provide transportation 
to specific sporting events. The District must ensure, however, that both sexes receive equivalent 
transportation opportunities. 

Opportunity for Coaching and Academic Tutoring 

It is our understanding that each sports team has a coach and every student is permitted to access 
any District-sponsored academic tutoring. As noted above, if a club team is providing additional 
opportunities for academic tutoring, the District must still ensure that teams of the other sex receive 
equivalent benefits. 

Assignment and Compensation of Coaches and Tutors 

The District employs coaches through a third-party contractor. A “grandfather” provision in the 
collective bargaining agreement ensures that some employees who served as coaches in the past may still 
be receiving some benefits under the previous CBA. (See, page 57: “Teachers serving as coaches for 
District athletic teams as of June 30, 2016 will be continue to be covered by the terms of this master 
agreement.”) A review of the Athletic Revenues/Expenditures documents list some, but not all, coaching 
salaries. While OCR will not use coaching salaries alone to determine if inequities exist, the District 
should ensure that any coaching pay differences between boys’ and girls’ sports do not jeopardize the 
quality of coaches.  

Provision of Locker Rooms, Practice Facilities, and Competitive Facilities 

Currently, the District has 9 rectangular fields, one of which is artificial turf. There are 10 
baseball and softball fields. The District is currently undergoing renovations to some athletic facilities, 
which will be completed in 2020. Once completed, the number of fields will remain unchanged, but the 
locations will change. Instead of a single field with artificial turf, there will be 3 turf fields. (See, Tab 3).  

For purposes of this discussion, there are three general areas in the District where the majority 
of the athletic facilities are located: the “high school area,” the “Creekside area,” and the “Wylie area.” 
A map with the general areas identified is attached at Tab 3. 
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 High School Area 

The high school area contains 4 rectangular fields, a baseball field, and a softball field. Locker 
rooms are located in the high school. The pool is located in the high school and has large and small 
locker rooms nearby, also located within the high school. The boys’ and girls’ locker rooms are 
substantially similar, with a similar number of lockers in each. The facilities are similarly well-maintained. 
The locker rooms are available for teams that use the outdoor fields. The four rectangular fields are used 
for girls’ and boys’ soccer and girls’ and boys’ lacrosse. The varsity and junior varsity baseball teams use 
the baseball field. The varsity softball team uses the softball field. Based on the online schedule, the boys’ 
and girls’ basketball teams, the wrestling team, the competitive cheer team, and the boys’ swim team use 
the high school facilities in the winter. The softball and baseball teams also use high school space for 
winter training. No concerns about use of space have been raised at the high school area. 

Following the renovations, the inside facilities will remain unchanged. Two turf fields with lights 
will be added at the high school area. In the fall, the football and field hockey teams will have access to 
the new turf fields. In the spring, lacrosse teams will have access to the new turf fields. Girls’ and boys’ 
soccer will continue to use the existing grass fields. The remaining fields will be available for teams to 
use for practice, if necessary. The new fields will be located in close proximity to the high school locker 
rooms. 

 
 Creekside Area 

The Creekside area contains the football field and track, one baseball field, two softball fields, 
and a rectangular field near the softball field. The football stadium contains a fieldhouse with two locker 
rooms and a storage building without lockers. There is a parking lot between the football stadium and 
Creekside Intermediate School. Inside Creekside, there are boys’ and girls’ locker rooms that are 
substantially similar with similar numbers of lockers. There are also unused locker rooms in the rear of 
the building which contain lockers. In the fall, the football team uses the locker rooms at the football 
stadium for equipment storage, changing facilities, and team meetings. In the spring, girls’ and boys’ 
lacrosse use the locker rooms at the football stadium. The field hockey team uses the storage building in 
the fall, and the track teams use the storage building in the spring. While the Creekside locker rooms 
are available for teams to use, no teams use them as designated locker room space.  

After renovations are completed, the Creekside facilities will remain largely unchanged, except 
that the number of softball fields will be increased to 4 and the rectangular field near the softball fields 
will be eliminated. 

 Wylie Area 

The Wylie Area contains 3 rectangular fields and 5 softball/baseball fields. The fields at the 
Wylie area are primarily used for middle school football and community soccer. Following the 
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renovations, the number of baseball/softball fields will be decreased to 3 and the number of rectangular 
fields will be decreased to 2. This area is not regularly used for high school sports.  

Importantly, there is no sports team that currently lacks practice or competition space. That fact 
will remain unchanged following the renovations.  

Concerns have arisen over the use of the locker rooms at the football stadium. Specifically, the 
field hockey team would like to use the locker rooms that are used by the football team. There is no 
requirement in Title IX that mandates which space particular teams must use. The District has made it 
clear that the rationale for allowing the football team to use the football stadium locker rooms is based 
on the amount of equipment the football team requires compared to the field hockey team.  

As long as the District provides comparable facilities overall for boys’ and girls’ sports, OCR will 
likely determine that this prong of the analysis has been met. In an investigation, however, OCR will 
also interview coaches to gain an understanding of their perceptions of the facilities.  

In our opinion, the District has complied with Title IX with respect to current facilities. 
Comparable facilities exist for boys’ and girls’ sports. Locker room space is available for the field hockey 
team in Creekside and storage space is available at the football stadium.  

Once the renovations are complete, the District should review facilities and locker room space 
to ensure that girls’ and boys’ sports teams are able to access practice and competition areas and locker 
rooms on an equal basis.  

The District may want to consider the following actions to ensure Title IX compliance while 
renovations are ongoing and reevaluate once renovations are complete: 

a. Evaluate practice times for teams to confirm girls’ and boys’ teams are able to access space 
on a comparable basis. 

b. Draft a practice schedule to ensure teams are able to practice at preferred times whenever 
possible. When preferred times are not available, ensure boys’ and girls’ teams alternate 
preferred times. 

c. Clearly communicate to all teams which facilities are available for their use and times that 
the facilities are available for use. 

d. Evaluate all team requests to determine whether they can be granted. If requests cannot be 
granted, the athletic department should provide reasonable alternative options to the team. 

e. Ensure that any facilities improved by a booster organization do not result in an inequity 
between boys’ and girls’ sports. 
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Provision of Medical and Training Facilities and Services 

A discussion of training facilities is included in the analysis above. The District does not have 
“medical facilities.” To the extent medical services are provided to sports teams, the District must ensure 
that they are provided to both sexes on an equivalent basis. 

Publicity 

Publicity is not typically a large factor in high school athletics. To the extent the District provides 
publicity for sports, it must ensure that publicity is provide on an equivalent basis to both sexes. The 
District’s website contains information about all sports. The District also maintains a “Dexter Athletics” 
Twitter page. We recommend remaining conscious about the number of tweets about each sport to 
ensure that the Twitter feed provides information on all sports at Dexter. 

Support Services 

Any “support services” not included above must be provided on an equivalent basis. OCR has 
not issued extensive guidance on this factor.  

Financial Assistance 

 OCR generally looks at scholarship awards at the collegiate level when evaluating financial 
assistance and requires colleges and universities to ensure scholarship opportunities for male and female 
athletes are similar. Because public high schools do not offer scholarships for students to play sports in 
the District, OCR will not evaluate scholarship awards. 

 OCR will, however, review athletic budgets as part of a Title IX review. OCR will not determine 
that a school has violated Title IX based only on the amount of money spent on boys’ versus girls’ sports. 
It is important, however, to ensure that great disparities in the boys’ and girls’ athletic budgets do not 
exist. 

 A review of the District’s athletic budgets shows that the District has higher budgets for boys’ 
sports than girls’ sports over the past 3 years. The budget disparity was greatest (over $65,000 difference) 
during the 2016 fiscal year. Based on the documents provided, it appears that gap decreased nearly 50% 
for the 2017 fiscal year. See Tab 4 to this letter for an overview of the numbers used in this analysis, 
which are based on the athletic revenue/expenses sheets provided.  

 Importantly, the remaining balance for boys’ and girls’ sports was very healthy each year. There 
are valid reasons for financial disparities that do not implicate Title IX. For example, if a significant 
amount of money is spent to purchase new equipment for a team one year, the District does not need 
to unnecessarily spend money on another team simply for the sake of equity. It is important, however, 
to monitor trends and make an active attempt to ensure spending on boys’ and girls’ sports is 
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substantially similar over time. We suggest the District actively track spending on boys’ and girls’ sports 
and determine whether changes need to be made.  

Interest Inventory 

 In some cases, OCR also considers whether a school is effectively accommodating the athletic 
interests and abilities of students of both sexes. In cases where there is a great disparity between the 
number of male and female athletes, OCR will review whether the disparity is based on discrimination, 
or whether the underrepresented sex is simply not interested in athletics. OCR will review three 
questions: 

1. Is there unmet interest in a particular sport? 

2. Is there sufficient ability to sustain a team in the sport? 

3. Is there a reasonable expectation of competition for the team? 

If the answer to all three questions is “yes,” OCR will find that the school is not effectively 
accommodating student interests. To prevent a noncompliance finding, we recommend that the District 
consider assessing student interests periodically through a student survey. OCR does not have a 
“template” survey, but has issued guidance on what a valid survey would include. I have attached a copy 
of that guidance at Tab 5. Evidence that the District has conducted periodic surveys will serve as a defense 
in any Title IX investigation. 

Conclusion 

 Based on our review, the District appears to be providing similar opportunities and benefits for 
male and female student athletes. While we cannot predict what findings OCR might make if conducting 
an investigation, we were unable to find significant disparities in the District’s athletic programs that we 
believe would rise to the level of a Title IX violation. We recommend that the District consider the 
recommendations in this letter moving forward. 

 As noted above, however, OCR has issued no guidance on “club sports.” While the District’s 
practice of designating some sports “unfunded club sports” does not, in our opinion, create disparities, 
we have no way of knowing whether OCR would reach similar conclusions. As the District evaluates 
athletic opportunities going forward, we recommend having discussions about the rationale for 
designating certain sports “club sports” and determining whether the District believes that changes are 
necessary.  
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I invite you to share this letter with the Board of Education or the Board’s athletic subcommittee. 
We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to the Dexter Community Schools. If you have any 
additional questions or concerns, please contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

THRUN LAW FIRM, P.C. 

 

Jennifer K. Starlin 
Enclosure(s) 

This document (and its attachments) constitute privileged attorney-client communication to remain confidential among the 
members of the Board of Education and administrative staff for the School District.  As such, this document is exempt from 
disclosure under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act, MCL 15.243(1)(g), and the Board of Education may meet in a 
closed session to consider its contents pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(h). 






















































